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Right now you are looking at a first
issue of a new periodical. Upon reading its
title: ‘Reformed Continua’, you might
wonder what the intentions are behind this
magazine. While pondering, the title most
likely left you with, at least, a few clues. As
it
refers
to
‘being
Reformed’,
‘continuation’, as well as implicating a
steady flow of emerging future issues.
In order to explain the purpose of this
magazine, we will have to explore, a little,
recent church history that took place in the
Netherlands. It takes us to a synod held in
the year 2005 at Mariënberg, a small
village in Overijssel, a province in the east
of The Netherlands.

a new magazine

The ‘ Zuiderkerk’ in Zwolle.
Filled with people at the
occasion of the ‘closure’ of
‘Synod Zwolle’. This was
combined with a ‘memorialservice’ contemplating the
5th anniversary of the
Liberation.
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A new Reformed magazine

continued from frontpage

This Synod of Mariënberg formulated
the following decision: ‘

.
In order to actively seek this unity this synod
appointed deputies for ‘
. Their mandate was, in
line with the above, to seek and/or maintain
contact with churches abroad. Initially this
contact was to be sought with all those
churches in correspondence with the
Reformed Churches (liberated) of The
Netherlands as assembled at the General
Synod at Leeuwarden (1990).
This contact was established to inform these
‘foreign’-churches about the necessity of the
Liberation that took place in The
Netherlands in 2003. Further, to convince
these churches of the legitimacy of this act of
Liberation. This act had the inevitable
outcome that the bond of churches named

‘
’
now had to continue with the postfix
‘
’. The deputies requested those
‘foreign-churches’ to recognize the Churches
they represented as the lawful continuation of
the Church of Christ. Its ‘legitimacy’ could
only be concluded when the ‘act of
Liberation’ was a result of their obedience to
God’s Word, the binding to the Confessions,
and upholding the Church Order of Dordt.
The task of the deputies was clear: ‘seek and
maintain contact with churches abroad’.
However, soon they stumbled across the
‘language barrier’. At first this barrier was
underestimated.
We knew that church-magazines issued in
The Netherlands were read oversees as well.
From this we assumed that enough
information was passed on to others. In
doing so deputies relied to much on the
situation of their oversees relatives and
acquaintances assuming that most people
had the same access to information related to
the Dutch churches. That this is not
necessarily true for everyone was
insufficiently realized. On top of this we

- REFORMED CONTINUA - January 2009 - Vol. 1 -

Upon realizing this, the idea was conceived
to issue a ‘magazine’ in the English language
informing people about the
, events leading to the
above mentioned Liberation, as well as
providing some background information
concerning other developments in the
Netherlands.
It is our intention to publish this magazine
periodically. To start off we hope to do so
twice a year, in July and December.
To accommodate to everyone that will read
this magazine we make the assumption that
little is known about the subjects covered as
starting point. For this reason we start off
with some general articles informing about
the Reformed churches in The Netherlands.
In this way, we hope, you will become more
familiar with them.

It is our intention for future issues to cover
issues such as:
-

The history of the reformed churches

-

Events leading to recent (2003)
Liberation

-

Information about the different local
churches in the Netherlands

-

Facts and figures in relation to the
churches, its members and events

-

The ministers

-

The way the ‘bond of churches’ is
organized

-

The work of the different Synods

-

The work of the various deputies

-

The official church magazine ‘
’ (transl.
)

-

Updates regarding contact with
different churches around the globe

-

And, the Lord willing, much more

To be able to reach everyone and to save
costs it is our intention to distribute this
magazine ‘digitally’ by e-mail. You are free to
pass it on to other people that might be
interested.

Subscriptions
This
‘e-magazine’
is
distributed automatically. This
first issue we sent to addresses
known to us. You can
‘subscribe’ and ‘unsubscribe’ via
the mail-list on our web site:

www.reformedcontinua.nl
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Joh. Houweling,
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a new magazine

insufficiently realized that many of the first
Dutch emigrants that mastered the Dutch
language have passed away. Thus giving
place to the second (whose Dutch is still
quite good), third (those that know some
important words to get by), and even a
fourth generation having little or no
command of the Dutch language. Thus
Dutch articles could only be read by some, by
others with great difficulty or not at all. Thus
leaving people ‘at a loss’ when it comes to
being informed about the situation of Christ’s
Church in The Netherlands.
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worship services

The Worship Services
In this article we hope to give you an
impression of the worship services conducted
by the Reformed Churches (restored) RCR.
The RCR consistories assemble ‘their’
congregation two times every Lord’s Day. In
addition to these ‘regular’ worship services
extra services are convened on ecclesiastical
feast days e.g. Christmas Day, Good Friday,
Ascension Day etc, as well as for the
solemnisation of a marriage.

4
All of these worship services are structured
according to one of the accepted ‘orders of
worship’. Either the one of ‘Middelburg’
(1933) or the one of ‘Kampen’ (1975).
These ‘orders of worship’ were named after
the town the Synod convened at which a
certain ‘order of worship’ was accepted. In
the ‘Church Order’ we have agreed to keep
to these two only (compare: in the widely
these are
used Canadian
referred to as ‘A’ and ‘B’).
The worship services are conducted exactly
as ‘prescribed’ by one of the above
mentioned ‘accepted’ ‘orders of worship’. To
many readers this might not be regarded as
something special, yet, to us it is. The reason
therefore is the ‘malpractice’ developed
during the years preceding the Liberation of
2003. During those years, in many
congregations, ministers and church councils
experimented with al kinds of changes to the

‘order of the worship’. They did so mainly to
keep the peoples’ interest. In Liberating, also
from these practices, peace and uniformity
were restored to the worship services
throughout the country. Thus maintaining
the worship services to be observed ‘
’.
In this the worship service was also restored
to the former structure. It is structured like a
’ between the ‘LORD
‘
and ‘His people’. He speaks to us in His
Word and with His blessings. The people
respond to His Voice by singing and praying.
Thus the services commence
with the
‘Votum and Salutation’. To this the
congregation responds by singing. In the
morning this is followed by the reading of the
‘Covenant Law’, in the afternoon by the
‘Apostolic Creed’. To this the congregation
submits itself by singing. This is followed by:
the reading of the
Scriptures, prayer,
collections, singing, the reading of the text,
the preaching and singing. The service is
ended with: prayer, the closing psalm or
hymn and the ‘Benediction’ (=blessing).
Usually the church-council-announcements
are read before the church service
commences.

As yet, we have no church buildings of our
own to conduct the services at. Therefore, in
some places, a vacant church building was
available and could be rented. Yet, such a
location is not always at hand. Thus, in most
places, the worship services take place in
either, a ‘school building’, a ‘town hall’, or
even in a ‘sport hall’. This often requires
careful organisation and a lot of work. The
seats, pulpit, organ, sound system etc. quite
often need to be arranged the day before the
worship services and ‘cleared up’ afterwards.
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We believe that the preaching of the Word –
‘the Ministry of Reconciliation’ - ought to be
at the centre of the worship service [see also
’
the article ‘
by H. Griffioen]. This ministry is entrusted
only to those holding the special office of
Minister-of- the-Word. With just two
ministers it often occurs that a sermon is to
be read by an office-bearer or a thereto
appointed member of the congregation. The
sermons chosen for this purpose are selected
with care. According to an ecclesiastical
agreement these sermons should originate
from ministers that endorse the Liberation of
2003, or from reformed ministers who are
deceased.

As there are also many young families spread
across the various congregations baptism
needs to be administered quite regularly.
Unlike the ‘schedule for the Lord´s Supper’,
a schedule for the ‘administration of baptism’
cannot be created a year in advance. Thus it
cannot always be avoided that this sacrament
is administered some period after a baby is
born.

Before the Liberation we were unaware of
the vast amount of written sermons at hand.
It really is a tremendous wealth! Even though
most of these sermons date back quite some
time, they are still very applicable today. By
means of these rich, reformed sermons the
church members are nourished and built up
spiritually every Sunday.

The two Sacraments, ‘Baptism’ and the
‘Lord’s Supper’ are administered by the
minister only. As there are only two
ministers, the continuity of celebrating the
Lord’s Supper, in the various congregations
throughout the country, requires a thorough
coordination. Yet, because of this schedule it
is still possible for every congregation to
celebrate this sacrament four times a year.
We are very grateful for this.

- REFORMED CONTINUA - January 2009 - Vol. 1 -

Joh. Houweling,
Bleiswijk

worship services

With just two ministers serving the entire
‘bond of churches’ more needs to be said
about the subjects of ‘preaching’; the
‘reading of sermons’; and the ‘administration
of the sacraments’.
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acts of Mariënberg

The Acts of Synod
Mariënberg 2005 (part 1)
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A stout volume of 300 pages gives a
detailed account of the Synod held at
Mariënberg in the year 2005. This was the
first Synod of the Reformed Churches in the
Netherlands since the liberation of 2003.
In a number of articles we plan to go through
the pages 23 till 103 of these Acts. In doing
so we want to give you some insight in the
work carried out by this Synod in dealing
with deplorable decisions made at previous
synods.
In this first article we will dwell on two
central elements of the worship service: the
preaching and the blessing (of the
congregation by lay-sermon-readers). First
we will explore how these elements were
mutilated as a result of earlier decisions. Next
we will look at the way they were dealt with
at the Synod of Mariënberg, where these
elements were brought back to their proper
merits.

All ready for a long period of time The
Reformed Churches Liberated (RCL)
tolerated deterioration. This decline became
visible in the dealings of the churches, thus
also in the way the churches testified. Take
for example the worship services: How did
they regard the worship service?
Hereby we think in particular of the most
important element of the worship service: the
Preaching.
In what way was the preaching regarded?
What was the position allocated to this
element?

Consequently the office of ‘minister of the
Word’ was demeaned.
It was said that one could just as well read a
portion of Scripture alongside a Devotional
at home. In this way, they believe, one will be
edified just as well as when attending church,
listening to the preaching.
How very sad, the way many (led by many
ministers!) regarded the preaching and the
special offices. Yet this does outline the
atmosphere in the churches the past decade.
Recent theological ‘insights’ contributed to
this decline. Due to the ‘latest’ lines of
thought adhered to at the university at
Kampen the truthful view on the historicity of
creation, as a description of God’s glorious
works, was distorted and lost.
Similarly, they promoted the thought that we
don’t need to utterly adhere to the
Commandments. Many subjects can be
mentioned: the miracles the Lord worked,
how should we regard those? You’ll get the
gist from these examples.
We hope to deal with more of these subjects
in the following issues.
The deterioration was spread widely. You
may wonder how this came about. The cause
for this rapid deterioration stems from the
willingness to comply with and accommodate
to ‘(post-)modern’ people and the way they
live. In this way they want to avoid the clash
between ‘faith’ and ‘reason’.

Some people dared to refer to it as
something of similar value as that of an
introduction held at a bible-study-club.

The pages 35 and 36 of the Acts of
Mariënberg illustrate the way in which
various Synods did away with the rich
Reformed past.

In this way it was degraded to just an
explanation of a Bible passage.

The reports learn that any person readingand conducting a worship service is allowed
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The question arises: is this person ‘called’
and thus authorized to convey the blessing in
this way? Does he occupy a special office?
Answers to these questions cannot be found
in the Synod’s brief-reports related to this.

rejoice with us in the present; the Lord allows
us to restore His service to former glory.
From this point we will clearly print the text
that will deliver you from the binding of those
extra-scriptural decisions’.
Liberating news! The central element: ‘the
preaching’ is not as meaningless as many
previously thought. Let us quote the Synod
Acts:
“
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Thus, any ordinary member of the
congregation conducting a worship-service is
allowed to convey the blessings, on behalf of
the Lord, with the ‘raising of hands’ and the
unaltered formulation.
This decision is substantiated by ‘a’ “new
approach” which has been thought out.
Using this approach, new proposals are easily
substantiated.
Where did we come across this phrase: “
” before?
It can also be found in the deputies’ report
concerning marriage and divorce - released
by the Synod of Zuidhorn (2002-2003). In
this report it, once again, becomes obvious
that looking at issues from a different angle,
many ‘problems’ can be resolved. All of a
sudden, never considered solutions illuminate
modern man, solving age old ‘issues’. [Think
also of the ‘solution’ in relation to the 4th
commandment, where it was ‘discovered’
that it is possible to hold two views. The rest
on the Sunday can be understood as ‘a
commandment from the Lord’, as well as, ‘a
good human–/or/ ecclesiastical- institution’.]

When we come to the pages 37 and 38 of the
Acts we find a change in the print. The
‘considerations’, ‘decisions’ and ‘grounds’
are now printed in a larger font. It is as if the
‘authors’ want to say to the readers: ‘forget
the disheartening developments of the past;

acts of Mariënberg

to act in the same way
as a minister. At the
start and finish of the
service he may bless
with
use
of
the
unaltered
wording:
“Grace be unto you……” and “the Lord bless
you….”

”
Mark the following words: ‘
’.
The use of these words returned us to the
rich reformed tradition.
It is the servant, who, in the name of his
Master announces the remission of sins. The
people that hear the preaching, will hear
Words as of God coming to their ears. In
accepting these words in true faith, they
receive remission of all their sins. Therefore,
you need to be in church, under the
preaching. Keeping this in mind one will
realize that listening to the preaching has a
totally different character than reading a bible
passage alongside a devotional at home. In
the midst of the congregation, by way of the
Preaching, the Lord our God grants us
Acquittal and Deliverance!
What a rich place to be at!
In the above quoted passage, we also read
that this ‘ministry’ is entrusted to “
”.

- REFORMED CONTINUA - January 2009 - Vol. 1 -

acts of Mariënberg
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It is the Lord Himself who gives these
representatives, as shepherds to lead the
flock, and as teachers to proclaim and
administer the precious gospel. Such rich
gifts from heaven! The exalted Saviour
bestows them on us.

The Acts, as mentioned above, give its owner
a wealth of Scriptural insight and plenty food
for thought.
The ‘grounds’, that accompany a ‘decision’
made by a synod, describe the material
substantiating the decision.
In these grounds we can find the reasons as
to why a person reading a sermon should
remain modest, both in words and actions. It
can be found in the following sentences taken
from the Acts:
[upon

“
congregation]

the

is allowed to
he is not called to

the blessing, whilst
it.

The way this was brought up and worded by
the synod of Mariënberg is of great value. It
is of vital importance to us: the propitiation
of our sins! It is offered to us in a unique
way: it comes to us by the Ministry of the
Word and in the Blessing bestowed on us.

In the above mentioned “grounds” the
General Synod of Sneek – Utrecht (1939) is
mentioned. They, too, drew from the same
reformed heritage when they referred to
Scripture on this point. With regard to the
‘administration of the blessing’ they pointed
to the “blessing by the priests, Christ Himself
and the blessing as administered by the
apostles”. These people were Office Bearers,
appointed by the Lord Himself. These office
bearers were called to administer the blessing
to His congregation.
To be allowed to see and understand it in this
Scriptural way is of great value. This was
understood once again at the synod of
Mariënberg, and in their decisions they were
allowed to restore these elements.

”
In these words, the blessing as element of the
worship service, has been restored to former
glory. Also by way of the ‘raising of hands’
and pronouncing the blessing we have the
remission of our sins offered to us. Knowing
this any person reading a sermon will step
aside and know his place in order to uphold
the value attached to this element in the
worship service.

This improved the church-climate. The
deteriorating values, the ‘shallowing’ of the
sacred elements, and the accommodation to
the spirit of the age were put to a stop.
The Service and the Servant were both
brought back to their rich Scriptural
position.

The Acts regularly give a formulation like
this:
“

Therefore, when pronouncing the blessing,
he will modestly speak: “Grace be unto
us….” and “the Lord bless us and keep
us….”. In using the word “us” the sermonreader counts himself as one of the
“beneficiaries” of this blessing. In this way he
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”

Here we only mentioned the blessing by a
lay-sermon-reader and the position of the
Preaching. Just two examples. The Acts
further deal with the ‘voting by women’ (p.
28), the official use of the New Bible version
(p. 32), the Good News Bible version [lit.
Groot Nieuws Bijbel] (p. 34), the ‘Ordinary’
(p.40), the form for Solemnization of
Marriage (p. 42), the use of the Hymnal [lit.
] (p. 65). Further a
whole series of other decisions, including
‘divorce’ (p. 94), and ‘the 4th commandment
and the Sunday as day of rest’ (p. 101).

This Synod contributed in freeing us from
the influences of Scriptural Criticism and
self-chosen worship. The use of the basic
word ‘annulled’ indicates a return. It marks a
reformation. The deterioration process has
been halted. The course of the Church has
been restored on its proper track. Under the
blessing of the Lord the Church may
continue this course, once again, with
steadfastness. This is the set course of old in
line with God’s Word.
These decisions reached at ‘Mariënberg’ give
evidence
of
a
whole-hearted
and
unconditional willingness to submit to
Scriptures. For this we are very grateful.
H. Griffioen,
Assen

Church Locations
In The Netherlands, the Lord
allows His people, to congregate
every Sunday at eleven different
places. There are two ministers
serving these churches: Rev. S. de
Marie, serving the congregation of
Zwolle, and the ‘retired’ minister Rev.
P. van Gurp who lives in Dalfsen (just
east of Zwolle). From these places
they also assist in the widely spread
congregations. As you will understand
this involves a lot of traveling
In this article we hope to give you an
overview
of
the
various
congregations, in alphabetical order,
as well as provide some information
about each of them. We understand
that names and facts alone will not bring these ‘far-away’ congregations much closer
to the proverbial ‘bed’. Therefore, we would like to introduce you these congregations
in more detail, ‘one at a time’, spread across future editions of this magazine.
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Local Churches

With regards to the blessing by a lay-sermonreader this can be found on page 37.
’;
; thus we are
‘
freed from decisions causing disturbance to
the worship service of the Lord.

Al these decisions have been annulled! The
Lord willing we hope to deal with these
issues separately in future articles.
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(province of Utrecht):
Venue: “Monuta”, Ringweg Dorrestein 9, Amersfoort;
services at: 10:00 am and 4:30pm

Contact address: J. Bruijn, Renate Rubensteinlaan 16,
3842 GT Harderwijk
This congregation resorts under the care of Zwolle

Local Churches

Members: 70 (60 communicant, 20 baptised)

10

Contact address: M.S.Godschalk, Kompas 68, 3961
JK Wijk bij Duurstede
This congregation resorts under the care of Berkel
and Rodenrijs/Bergschenhoek

(province of Drenthe):
Venue: “Het Kompas”, Stengelinstraat 13,
Hooghalen; services at: 10:00 am and 4:00 pm
Members: 40 (28 communicant, 12 baptised)
Secretary: W. Snippe, Chopinlaan 11, 9402 SB Assen
Classis: North-east

(province of Groningen):
Venue: “Ned. Hervormde kerk”, Adorp; services at:
9:30 am and 3:00 pm
Members: 108 (89 communicant, 19 baptised)
Secretary: R.G. van der Veen, Kraneweg 5-13, 9718
JE Groningen
Classis: North-east

(province of Overijssel):
Venue: “Het Teeuwland”, Karel Doormanstraat 30,
Hasselt
Worship services at: 9:30am and 4:30pm
Members: 28 (15 communicant, 13 baptised)

(province of Overijssel):

Secretary: Th. de Ruig, Zicht 10, 8061 MS Hasselt

Venue: “De Ark”, Beerzerweg 1d, 7692 PB,
Mariënberg; services at: 11:00 am and 4:00 pm

Classis: South-west

(province of Overijssel):

Members: 155 (101 communicant, 54 baptised)
Secretary: G. Aalvanger, De Koningsvaren 119, 7701
MG Dedemsvaart

Venue: “De Ark”, Beerzerweg 1d, 7692
Mariënberg; services at: 9:00am and 2:00pm

Classis: North-east

Members: 105 (58 communicant, 47 baptised)

PB

Secretary: G.H. Plaggenmars, Hesselinkkamp 11,
7692 AS Mariënberg
Classis: North-east
(province of South Holland):

(province of Friesland):

Venue: “De Sterrenhal”,Wilgenlaan 5a, 2651 TA,
Berkel en Rodenrijs; services at: 9:30 am and 4:30
pm

Venue: “St Hippolytus”, Achterwei 6, Olterterp;
services at: 9:30am and 2:30pm

Members: 221 (132 communicant, 89 Baptised)

Members: 85 (60 communicant, 25 baptised)

Secretary: A. van Egmond, A. van ‘tHartweg 31, 2665
MJ Bleiswijk

Secretary: R. ten Have, Hanebalken 40, 9205 CX
Drachten

Classis: South-west

Classis: North-east

(province of Drenthe):
Venue: Schanswal 10, Emmen (Emmerschans);

(province of Overijssel):

services at: 9:30 am and 3:00 pm

Venue: “Het Anker”, Meester Koolenweg 10, 8042
GA Zwolle; services at: 10:00 am and 4:30 pm

Members: 69 (46 communicant, 23 baptised)

Minister: Rev. S. de Marie

Secretary: H. Folkers, Musselweg 153, 9584 AD
Mussel

Members: 281 (206 communicant, 85 baptised)

Classis: North-east

Secretary: H.J. Mooibroek, Karthuizerlaan 7, 8271
XA IJsselmuiden
Classis: South-west

(province of Gelderland):
Venue: “Ons huis”, Zeeweg 100, Ermelo;
services at: 10:00 am and 4:30 pm
Members: 20 ( 18 communicant, 2 baptised)
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A. van der Net
Hasselt

AMERSFOORT
As mentioned under the heading ‘Church Locations’ we would now like to introduce
to you the first of the congregations. The congregation of

After a number of years it became clear that the
majority of members were living in area
surrounding Amersfoort. In Amersfoort it was
also possible to hold the worship services in a
‘proper’ church building, so we decided to change
venue.
At present the congregation of Amersfoort has
about seventy members. Unlike most other
churches we have a rather large number of elderly
members. There are only ten baptismal members.
We are looking forward to the birth of two babies
due soon.
We have two services each Sunday. In most
worship services sermons are read. These were
written by now deceased ministers. Sometimes Rev. de Marie or Rev. van Gurp lead the
worship services. Four times a year we celebrate Holy Supper, usually Rev. de Marie leads
these services. It is a pity that we do not have a minister of our own; nevertheless, there is a
wealth of beautiful sermons available for reading. These sermons are Scripturally sound and
that is exactly what many of us lacked during the last years preceding the liberation of 2003.
Our congregation is quite small and the number of communicant male members ‘suitable’ to
be nominated for ‘office bearer’ is very limited (as most male members are really ‘getting on
in years’). For this reason we requested the classis to be ‘housed under the supervision’ of our
sister church Berkel and Rodenrijs/Bergschenhoek, thus taking care of the supervision,
pastoral care and church discipline. At present we
have three office bearers in the congregation of
Amersfoort and together with the church council of
Berkel we form one consistory. At present we have
no-one suitable or available to give catechism classes,
therefore it was decided that this year the churchyouth will travel to locations in the vicinity of Berkel
for this. Because of the few youth - most of the
children are members of one family - there is no youth
club. We do have a Bible study society for men as well
as one for the women.
We are thankful and glad for the extra support we
receive for our small, but widespread, congregation.
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Amersfoort

This congregation is one of the eleven congregations of The Reformed Churches (restored) of
the Netherlands. The venue of worship is located in Amersfoort, a city in the province of
Utrecht, right in the middle of the country. After the Liberation of 2003, the first location of
worship was in Veenendaal, a city, just south east of Amersfoort.
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Amersfoort

Members of our congregation come from a large area, from close the coast in the
west, to near the German border in the east. As the members are spread over such a large
area, it is difficult to, visit each other regularly. Also the large number of elderly members
(30% are at least 80 years of age) understandably limits their ‘mobility’. Nevertheless we are
happy to meet each other every Sunday. Most Sundays there is the possibility to have a coffee
social after church.

12

Finally, we are thankful that we
are able to worship together.
Then we can listen to sound
sermons, pray to the Lord, and
sing to His praise. Of course
there are concerns with regard
to the small size of our
congregation. For instance, the
limited number of available men
to become office bearers; and
the need for a minister. Yet, we
are thankful in everything we
have received since the Liberation. The Lord required us to make the right choice. Among
other things it was a choice between listening to the age old Reformed explanation of the
Bible, or to the sermons based on modern (often unscriptural) interpretations. This choice
didn’t always make things easy. Yet, in all this we believe that the Lord will care for His
congregation, also this small congregation located in Amersfoort. It is not ours, but belongs
to our Lord Jesus Christ. We may rely on Him and follow wherever He leads His Church. At
times, it may be difficult. Yet, we may know that Christ will lead His sheep to eternal glory
when He returns upon the clouds of heaven.
Let us pray that this day may come with haste,
and until then look forward to it and rejoice.
M.S. Godschalk,
Wijk bij Duurstede

- REFORMED CONTINUA - January 2009 - Vol. 1 -

A Response from the Canadian
Reformed Churches

To us this was an important Synod, as the
previous Synod (Chatham 2004) had not yet
made a decision about the Liberation that
took place in the
in the year 2003.
Following this Liberation, delegates from
these ‘restored’ churches met at a national
gathering in 2004. As a result of this meeting
a provisional federation was formed. Also an
interim Committee for Relations with
Churches Abroad was installed. In February
of 2005 these interim deputies sent a letter to
the deputies for ‘
’ of the
.
In this letter the deputies outlined
objections that inevitability led to
Liberation. The Reformed people of
Netherlands that were concerned were
with no other choice!

the
the
the
left

The grounds for the Liberation involved
decisions made by the RCL concerning: the
fourth commandment; ecclesiastical unity;
Bible criticism; the use of a large selection of
hymns from the ‘
’
[an existing interdenominational hymnal];
the seventh commandment; church unity
with the PCEA; celebrating the Lord's
Supper in crisis areas; and the bestowing of
the blessing by the (lay-) person reading a
sermon during the worship service.
In the meantime those that had liberated
themselves from the RCL convened a first
synod in 2005. At this Synod the ‘bond of
churches’ known as the ‘
’, now with the postfix
‘(
)’ (RCR), took shape. At this
Synod the interim deputies were replaced by

deputies for relations with Churches Abroad.
These deputies also addressed the Canadian
Reformed Churches.
This is the first article in a series of four. In
this article we hope to cover the events
leading up to the decision, made by the last
Canadian Reformed Synod, regarding the
RCR. This decision not only concerns the
RCR, it also determines the way in which the
regard the
path the RCL is currently treading. We,
further, hope to pay some attention to
background
information,
and
related
developments in Canada.

Several RCL-Synod decisions were cause
for concern to the Canadian Reformed
Churches. This can, safely, be concluded
from the reports of the CRC delegates at the
Synod Neerlandia 2001.
On top of this, nine local Churches
addressed this Synod regarding the RCL.
They clearly expressed their concern
regarding certain developments in these
churches.
Among other things, they stated that the RCL
is drifting away from the reformed pathway.
To substantiate this they pointed to several
wayward developments such as:
- the weak text of the new Form for
Marriage, obscuring the Scriptural
conditions regarding the duties of
husband and wife;
- the increasing centralisation of church life;
- the increasing number of hymns and songs;
- the view on the Theological University
(TU) › no longer primarily as a school
for the training for the Ministry of the
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In May 2007 the Synod of the
Canadian and American Reformed Churches
(CANRC) convened at Smithers.
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Word, but as an academic ‘Centre of
Knowledge’;
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- the view regarding the Office of Minister of
the Word, shifting from ‘calling’ to
‘professional occupation’;
- the changes in the liturgy;
- the liberty granted the RCL army chaplains
to administer the Lord's Supper to
people from various denominations in
‘crisis areas’;
- the vast number of contacts with ‘churches’
from all over the world;
- the interpretation of 1 Corinthians 14: 3436 and 1 Timothy 2: 11-15 used as
basis to reach decisions allowing
women to vote for office bearers,
- and, last but not least, the interpretation of
Lord’s Day 38.

Several of the above mentioned issues
reappeared at the following Synod convened
at Chatham in 2004. Issues tabled were: the
Form for the Solemnisation of Marriage,
especially the part about the relation between
husband and wife and their mandate to be
fruitful and multiply; the changes made to
the Church Order; the celebration of the
Lord's Supper in crisis areas; the use of the
Hymnal; the altered understanding of the
fourth commandment; the TU as academic
‘Knowledge Centre’; the office of Minister of
the Word shifting to a ‘professional
occupation’; and the growing centralisation
in church life.
Even though the deputies were mandated to
study all these issues, they left many of them
untouched
in
their
advice
and
recommendations. They were satisfied with
the argumentation presented by the RCL
deputies on these points.
Only a few issues remained. Namely: the
concern regarding the large number of
hymns in comparison to the 150 Psalms; the
new Form for the solemnisation for Marriage
and its weakened Scriptural basis;
the
decision about the fourth commandment –
about which the deputies state that the
arguments concerning the decision are not
convincing; and the shift in the role of
deputies in the RCL.

The topic concerning the issue of an elder
pronouncing the salutation and benediction
with unaltered wording along with the raising
of hands in the worship-service was ‘closed’
at this Synod Neerlandia 2001. The deputies
concluded that, as this issue is not mentioned
in the Church Order, it is merely a matter of
‘tradition’. Hence the decision stating that
the RCL on this point did not act against the
Church Order (Acts Synod Neerlandia 2001,
Art. 80).

A number of churches criticised this
deputies’ report. The church at CarmenWest stated that the deputies did not
properly conduct the mandated task of
performing an in-depth study on the issues of
concern as mentioned at the Synod of
Neerlandia. This local Church would yet
welcome a discussion on the following issues:
the structural changes surrounding the
examination of the student-ministers; the
changes in liturgy; and the way army
chaplains administer the Lord's Supper in
crisis areas.
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In addressing their Synod, the local Church
of Lincoln suggests that The Reformed
Churches of the Netherlands should, by now,
receive an official warning.

In a supplementary report of the Canadian
deputies we came across a peculiar incident.
´ ´
published a travel-report written by
the two Canadian deputies (rev. Huigen and
rev. Vandervelde). In it they described their
impressions upon visiting the General Synod
of the RCL in Zuidhorn 2002/2003. This
travel-report was ill received by the deputies
of the RCL. They in turn wrote a critical
response which was published in ‘
’. Even though the CANRC deputies
were not happy about this they decided to
leave ‘things for what they were’.
We do mention this peculiar incident as it
describes the way in which the RCL deputies
did their work. In dealing with their
displeasure concerning the report of rev.
Huigen and rev. Vandervelde they did not act
in accordance with the Church Order. If they
had insuperable problems with the travelreport of the Canadian deputies they should
have raised this at the next Synod. One
cannot escape the impression that the RCL
deputies used this to influence the discussion
pre-empting the next Synod of the Canadian
Reformed Churches.
This still leaves the question unanswered, as
to why this response article by the RCL
deputies was published by the editors of ‘
’…

A few years ‘down the road’, and the
CANRC no longer seemed too concerned
about a number of the above mentioned
issues. Issues such as: concerns regarding
the changes made to the Church Order;

Thus, in preparation of the Synod of
Smithers 2007 the CANRC deputies only
had to examine the following issues: the new
Marriage Form; the decisions concerning the
fourth commandment; the large number of
hymns in comparison to the 150 Psalms; and
the changed role of the deputies.
Besides this, the Synod Chatham 2004 added
one more instruction. That was the mandate
to examine the legitimacy of the Liberation of
2003. Besides this, the CANRC deputies,
now also, received an official letter from the
RCR requesting to be acknowledged and
accepted as legitimate.
Naturally, the RCR looked forward to the
report of the CANRC deputies and their
advice, in preparation of the Synod of
Smithers 2007, as our request already dates
back to February 2005. Would the Canadian
churches honour this request?
Following the request of the interim deputies,
also the, at the Synod of Mariënberg newly
appointed deputies sent an appeal to the
Synod of Smithers requesting ‘recognition’.
This appeal was accompanied by two English
documents. One of them was a translated
section of the Acts of General Synod of
Mariënberg, dealing with unscriptural Synod
decisions since 1990 (art. 25). The second
was a translation of the RCR-response to a
letter send by the RCL addressed to the RCR
Synod of Mariënberg.
On top of this the RCR deputies wrote an
‘apology’ dealing with a brochure from the
RCL. This RCL brochure was written in the

- REFORMED CONTINUA - January 2009 - Vol. 1 -

CANRC response

Despite all this the CANRC Synod puts the
concerns aside, and adopts the advice of their
deputies.

ecclesiastical unity with the
and the
; the large amount of
hymns selected from the interdenominational
]; the TU
Hymnal [
becoming a ‘Knowledge Centre’; the office of
Minister turning into a professional
occupation; and the growing centralisation,
were discarded (See Acts Synod of Chatham
2004).
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English language and bears the title: ‘
’ (NBWIW). The
RCR's reply to this was also sent to the
CANRC deputies.

interdenominational hymnal (
); ‘liturgical liberty’; new methods
of preaching; and the ‘liberal Bible criticism’.

In 2005 the RCL deputies sent this
brochure to all their sister churches as a
response to the Liberation of 2003. The title
of this brochure clearly indicates the way in
which the RCL deputies regard this
Liberation.

The RCL deputies conclude that, in jumping
to their conclusions, the ‘concerned group’
used unscriptural measures. Even though,
not even one church council rejected the
views concerning the fourth and seventh
commandment, they observe, that ‘those
concerned’ were ‘intolerant’ towards those
that do not share this ‘opinion’. They
continue: they seceded while some ‘points
under discussion’ were still being debated:
the fourth commandment; marriage, divorce
and remarriage. Even though the final
outcome could as yet not be predicted, ‘those
concerned people’ as a result of their
‘liberation’,
manifested
themselves
as
intolerant while cutting short ongoing
discussions. They want to ‘bind’ where
Scripture does not bind, they argue.
According to these authors of the brochure
the decisions of the consecutive RCL Synods
ought to be viewed as mere ‘intermediate
stages’ in an ongoing discussion. In this way
they want to ‘sooth’ the brothers and sisters
abroad.

With this title they suggest that they did not
’, and also that the
go ‘
people that liberated took steps that went
’. Thus alleging that
‘
‘those liberated’ want to bind others to
‘teachings’ surpassing the doctrine of
Scripture. In their opinion this specifically
applies to the defended ‘view’ that the ‘rest’
to be observed on the Sunday, while
refraining from work, is still commanded of
us on the basis of the fourth commandment.
In the brochure the RCL deputies claim to
give ‘good and honest’ information about the
situation in the RCL; the ‘schism’ of 2003;
the related subjects; and the considerations
of the various Synods. The aim of their
brochure is to ‘bring back’ ‘
’ any concerns brothers and
sisters abroad might have regarding the
course of the RCL. To achieve this they
intended to precisely document ‘
’ and ‘
’. ‘
authors, ‘a

’, according to the
’.

The brochure commences with a short
historical overview leading to the ‘breach’ of
2003. This is followed by a discussion of the
topics about which differences of opinion
arose:
‘maintaining
the
fourth
commandment; the sanctity of the ‘marriage
state’; the confession about the church;
working towards unity with other churches;
the large selection of hymns from the

All of these issues are defended in the
brochure as ‘tolerable’ and ‘falling within the
bounds’ of the Reformed Confessions.

Rev. P. Niemeyer, the former chairman at the
Synod of Amersfoort defends this approach.
He states that the decisions of by-gone
Synods (esp. in relation to the fourth
commandment!), cannot be ‘defeated’ as
decisions made in de past came about against
the background-, culture-, and with the
knowledge of those days. Otherwise, we can,
so easily, wrong decisions of bygone synods
(Acts General Synod Amersfoort 2005, Art.
70).
Thus the message conveyed by the RCL
towards the sister churches abroad is: allow
us the tolerable room for liberty. Those that
liberated in 2003 begrudged us this liberty.
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Those people were determined to be right,
and only wanted ‘things’ their way.

’ referring to Revelation 22 verse
19.
This brochure deals with the misleading
information provided by the RCL concerning
the liberation of 2003 and the various Synod
decisions. It clearly points out where the
RCL strays from Scripture, the Confessions
and the Church Order. This is substantiated
by referring to facts and decisions made at
three consecutive Synods. It also points out
that the RCL, with regard to most decisions,
maintain their deviating course despite the
many objections, appeals and requests for
revision.

(to be continued)
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P. Drijfhout,
Oosterhesselen

CANRC response

To withstand the allegations of the RCL
brochure the RCR deputies wrote a response.
This response brochure was named: ‘

Using all of the above mentioned information
the Canadian Reformed Churches by now
were able to conduct a thorough
examination. They could, now, test the two
brochures and the accompanying documents
received from the various deputies according
to Scripture, Confession and the Church
Order. Hence, able to reach a well-balanced
verdict concerning the decisions of the
various RCL Synods, the necessity and
legitimacy of the Liberation of 2003. In the
meantime the Synod of Smithers 2007 has
‘come and gone’. They also made decisions
concerning the Dutch church situation. We
hope to elaborate on this in a following
article.
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